LANGPORT  RURAL  S  Ail  IT  ARY  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

189  6 . 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members 
Gentlemen, 

The  area  of  your  District  is  59,410  acres  and.  comprises 
alluvial  flats  subject  to  winter  inundation  with  oolite 
ranges  of  moderate  elevation. 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1891  was  14,479  and 
may  be  estimated  as  stationary  the  natural  increment  from 
excess  of  births  being  lost  by  migration.  In  conseqi ence  of 


this,  the  majority 

of  the 

villages 

are  in 

a  state 

of  steady 

depletion. 

The  following 

table 

shows  some 

o  f  the 

v  it  3.1 

statistics 

per  1000  living  * 

•  < 
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1895 

1894 

1893 
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Birth  Rate 

•  « 

.  25.3 

25,6 

24  2 

28-2 
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Death  Rate  , 

•  • 

.  16 . 4 

14.3 

15.4 

16  8 

18 . 5 

Zymotic  Rate  „ 

• 

0.8 

0.3 

0.4 

0.3 

0.5 

Infant  Mortality 

.110 

99.4 

86 

83 

•  116 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Until  quite  recently  the  water  supply  of  the  entire 
District  was  derived  from  wells  which  from  their  want  of 
depth  in  many  localities  were  liable  to  pollution  from  sur¬ 
face  impurities  such  as  Cesspits  or  badly  constructed  Drains. 
Outbreaks  of  disease  followed  as  a  natural  result.  Within 
the  past  year  two  schemes  for  the  provision  of  better  water 
have  been  carried  out  or  are  in  course  of  development. 
Somerton,  where  the  need  was  urgent  is  now  in  full  possession 
of  its  well  devised  and  somewhat  costly  system  of  a  distant 
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reservoir  and  pipes.  The  entire  town  as  well  as  the  village 
of  Kingsdon  has  now  an  abundance  of  pure  water  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  health  is  already  apparent.  The  design  fo1* 
supplying  Westport  where  the  need  was  also  argent  is  not 
yet  completed,  but  is  expected  to  arrive  at  that  stage  in 
another  year.  It  is  evident  that  in  small  and  declining 
Villages  the  expense  of  water  supply  from  an  outside  source 
is  a  formidable  obstacle  especially  where  nature  has  not 
provided  natural  facilities  The  Village  of  Drayton  is  such 

a  case,  brought  into  notice  by  sin  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever 
The  population  of  the  entire  parish  is  395  mostly  of  the 

working  class.  Water  is  obtained  within  4  or  5  feet  of  the 

* 

surface,  which  has  been  exposed  in  many  places  to  an  anti¬ 
quity  of  filth  from  cesspits  and  pig- styes.  It  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  therefore  that  an  analysis  of  the  water  proves  it  to 
be  polluted.  The  Engineer  has  been  requested  to  devise 
some  scheme  for  a  better  supply  but  the  matter  is  still  in 
abeyance . 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

An  important  incident  during  the  year  was  the  Local 
Government  Enquiry  into  the  right  of  Langport  to  discharge 
its  Sewerage  into  the  River  Parrett-  As  this  discharge  is 
effected  below  the  Locks  where  the  river  is  tidal  and  quite 
undrinkable,  the  objection  is  not  apparent  especially  as 
other  towns  and  villages  in  the  upper  reaches  use  the  stream 
as  a  Sewer.  The  result  of  the  enquiry  has  not  yet  been 
published . 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASE 

Five  notices  have  been  received  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Puerperal  Fever,  Measles  and  Erysipelas.  Instructions  have 
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in  each  case  been  supplied  and  in  no  instance  was  there  any 
further  development-  Closure  of  School  was  in  three  cases 
directed.  Six  cases  of  Diarrhoea  were  recorded  but  were 
probably  due  to  the  improper  feeding  of  Infants 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  District  does  not  possess  such  an  institution,  no 
urgent  necessity  for  it  has  been  experienced  and  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  it  would  be  of  much  benefit  to  a  scattered 
rural  population  such  as  this  Isolation  has  teen  found 
practicable  wherever  an  epidemic  has  made  its  appearance 
and  disease  has  been  confined  to  narrow  limits, 

The  only  intractable  form  has  been  whooping  cough  on 
which  an  isolation  hospital  would  have  little  influence 

DISINFECTING  APPARATUS,. 

A  Sulphurous  Disinfector  is  kept  at  the  Workhouse  and 
is  available  when  required,  a  hot  air  machine  is  under  con¬ 
sideration  and  would  be  very  useful  in  disinfecting  tramps 
clothing  and  workhouse  bedding. 

DAIRIES,  COY/SHEDS,  AND  MILK-SHOPS,  There  is  no  systematic 
inspection  of  these  places.  Milk  shops  do  not  exist  and 
nearly  all  the  dairies  convert  their  Milk  into  Cheese,  very 
few  disposing  of  it  wholesale  in  a  raw  state.  No  disease 
has  been  traced  to  such  occupations. 

Slaughter  houses,  Bake  houses  regularly  inspected  and 
any  defect  brought  into  notice. 

INSPECTOR  OP  NUISANCE  REPORT 

* 

This  is  appended  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Inspector 
*has  been  active  in-  the  discharge  of  his  duties 


HOUSES  OP  WORKING  CLASSES. 

A  great  many  inferior  cottages  are  to  be  found  in  the 
District  and  money  might  be  judiciously  spent  in  erecting 
an  improved  class,  but  the  smallness  of  the  Rent  that  can  be 
paid  offers  little  inducement  to  capitalists.  The  Gardens 
that  are  attached  to  most  of  the  cottages  provide  a  mitigat¬ 
ing  feature. 

BYE  LAWS. 

Such  regulations  are  not  anywhere  in  existence, 

The  whole  of  the  parishes  have  been  visited  arid  inspect¬ 
ed  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole  they  have  been  found  in 
fair  condition,  and  the  population  healthy - 

THE  WORKHOUSE . 

There  were  nine  deaths,  mostly  at  an  advanced  age  and 
one  infant  from  Measles.  There  were  also  two  births.  In 
addition  to  a  few  cases  of  chicken  pox,  the  occurrence  of 
several  cases  of  scabies  among  the  children  has  been  brought 
into  prominence  by  the  enforced  absence  of  the  children  from 
School  and  by  the  enquiry  held  by  a  Government  Inspector  as 
to  the  cause.  The  disease  has  been  apparently  eradicated 
to  again  make  its  appearance  and  points  to  the  necessity  for 
a  more  powerful  disinfecting  machine  for  the  treatment  of 
the  clothing  and  bedding,  and  to  the  rigid  exclusion  of  all 
tramps  from  the  wards  but  the  practice  of  admitting  these 
women  to  the  wards  for  the  purpose  of  performing  house 
duties  has  for  some  time  been  abandoned  and  as  the  children 
are  .now  free  from  disease  attendance  at  School  may  be  safely 
resumed  with  fresh  clothing. 

Suggestions  have  been  made  by  the  Government  Inspector 
for  the  better  management  of  the  Workhouse. 
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The  building  having  been  erected  many  years  ago  is 
inconvenient  and  difficult  to  administrate,  but  is  healthily 
situated  and  surrounded  by  fine  grounds.  The  chief  want  is 
better  means  of  isolation,  the  wards  hitherto  used  for  that 
purpose  being  now  pronounced  unsuitable.  To  meet  the  new 
Government  requirements  an  Architect  should  be  consulted  as 
to  the  possibility  of  some  reconstruction,  the  improvements 
and  small  alterations  which  have  been  effected  from  time  to 
time  not  having  satisfied  the  more  modern  development  of 
Local  Government  ideas. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  JOHN  MORGAN  F.R-C.S., 

Med.  Off.  of  Health, 
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Somerton,  Somerset, 


January  7th  1897. 


To 

J.  Morgan  Esq.,  M.O.H. 

Dear  Sir, 

Appended  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  since  my 
appointment  May  12th  1896  till  December  31st  1896,  as  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  Nuisances  for  the  Langport  Union  District. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  81 

"  of  nuisances  abated  29 

"  of  cesspits  cleansed. or  repaired  8 

"  of  ditches  or  watercourses  cleansed  4 

"  of  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  4 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  15 

Lodging  houses  inspected  1 


The  Councils  Engineer  having  found  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  of  excellent  quality  in  the  hills  in  the  Parish  of 
Barrington,  the  inhabitants  of  Barrington,  and  also  those  of 
the  village  of  Westport,  may  look  forward  to  having  a  plenti¬ 
ful  supply  of  wholesome  water  before  the  drought  of  summer 
sets  in  again. 

The  scheme  for  supplying  Somerton  and  Kingsdon  with 
good  drinking  water  has  proved  to  be  a  decided  success, 
the  greater  part  of  the  houses  of  Somerton  have  already 
been  connected  with  the  Councils  main.  Kingsdon  did  not 
get  the  water  laid  on  until  after  Somerton  and  consequently 
has  not  so  many  houses  connected  in  proportion  yet. 


1 


There  have  been  two  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  this 


district,  one  at  Curry  Mallett  and  the  other  at  Crompton. 

In  both  cases  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  house  in  which 
it  broke  out.  Both  parties  were  supplied  with  disinfectants 
also  with  leaflets  provided  by  you  giving  full  instructions 
for  using  the  disinfectants  and  the  necessary  precautions 
to  be  taken  in  order  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

The  Council  is  taking  active  steps  to  provide  a  more 
satisfactory  system  for  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Somerton 
In  all  probability  the  septic  system  will  be  the  one  adopted. 

All  the  slaughter  houses  in  this  district  have  been 
limewashed  twice  during  the  year  and  some  of  them  oftener. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently 

JOHN  WYATT  Junr . 
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NOTE©  ON  TABLE  (A). 


Note  i. — Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  “  Combined  Districts"  must  make  a  separate  Return  for 
the  District  of  each  Sanitary  Authority. 

2.  — Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  the  whole  District  of  a  Sanitary  Authority  should 

write  in  the  heading  of  the  Table  the  designation  of  the  Division  for  which  they  act. 

3.  — The  words  “  Urban"  or  “Rural"  must  be  inserted  in  the  appropriate  space  in  the 

heading ,  according  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  District  is  Urban  or  Rural,  or 
is  within  the  Metropolitan  area. 

4.  — The  “Localities"  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  should  be  areas  of  known 

population  ;  such  as  parishes,  groups  of  parishes,  townships  or  wards. 

As  stated  in  the  heading  of  column  1,  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as 
separate  localities,  and  the  deaths  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Work- 
houses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries,  Asylums,  and  other  establishments  into  which 
numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received,  are  Public  Institutions 
for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

5  — The  deaths  which  have  to  be  classified  in  this  Table,  and  summed-up  in  the  horizontal 
line  of  “  Totals,”  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  as  having  actually  occurred  in 
the  several  localities  comprised  within  the  Division  or  District.  But  the  registered 
number  of  deaths  frequently  requires  correction  before  it  can  give  an  exact  view 
of  the  mortality  of  a  Division  or  District ;  and  the  two  lowest  horizontal  lines  are 
provided  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  indicate,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  what  the  extent  of  such  corrections  should  be.  Details 
concerning  the  corrective  figures,  eg.,  the  institutions  that  have  been  considered,  or 
the  particular  localities  to  which  the  corrections  apply,  may  appear  in  the  text  of  the 
report  or  in  supplementary  tables. 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District 
or  Division  to  which  this  Return 
relates. 

Area  in  Acres .  . 

Population  (1891)  . 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  A.  and  B.,  attention  has 


been  given  to  the  notes  endorsed  on  the  Tables. 


{Date) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

189  . 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  B. 

( See  also  Notes  on  Back  of  Table  A.) 


Note  i.  The  present  Table  B.  is  concerned  with  population,  births,  and  sickness  (not  with  mortality)  in  the  Sanitary 
district  or  division  to  which  the  Table  relates. 

2  As  stated  in  the  heading  of  Col.  (a),  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate  localities,  and  the 
new  cases  of  sickness  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries, 
Asylums,  and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are 
received,  are  Public  Institutions,  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

3.  Comments  on  any  unequal  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  upon  the  several  localities ,  and  considerations  as  to  the 
local  incidence  of  consumption  and  other  prevalent  diseases ,  should  be  made  in  the  text  of  the  Report. 
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Note  1. 
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°fHmm  °f  “  CmMmd  ”***  ”  —  «*•  •  •*«*  JM»  /or  the  District  of  cock 
Sanitary  Authority. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  a  portion  only  of  the  District  of  a  Sanitary  Authority  should  unite,  in 
the  heading  of  the  Table,  the  designation  of  tho  Division  for  which  they  act. 

The  words  “  Urban"  “  Rural,”  or  “  Metropolitan  »  must  be  inverted  in  the  appropriate  space  in  the  heading, 
according  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  tire  District  is  Urhan  or  Rural,  or  is  within  the  Metropolital  Area. 

''  The  ““  ™  stab'stics  sl>ould  be  areas  of  known  population ,  such  „ 

parishes,  groups  of  parishes,  townships  or  wards. 

As  stated  at  the  head  of  the  first  eolnrnn  in  each  Table,  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate 

“7  16S’  “*  the  deathS  m  tlem  Sk0Ula  be  — rfed.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries 

sy  urns,  and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received 
aie  Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

r>  *****  M  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  „ 
are  the  whole  of  those  registered  as  having  actually  occurred  in  the  several  localities  comprised  within  the 

lvision  or  D.stnct.  But  the  registered  number  of  deaths  frequently  requires  correction  before  it  can  57e 
an  exact  view  of  ,he  mortality  of  a  Division  or  District;  and  the  two  lowest  horizontal  lines  are  proved 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  indicate,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  what  the 
extent  of  such  corrections  should  be.  Details  concerning  the  corrective  figures,  s.y.,  the  institutions  that 

have  been  considered,  or  the  particnlar  localities  to  which  corrections  apply,  may  appear  in  the  text  of  the 
repoit  or  in  supplementary  tables. 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District 
or  Division  to  which  this  Return 
relates. 
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